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Sanctification could simply be defined as “‘making holy’ or ‘consecrating’ a place, thing, or person to God.”
  Sanctification in the NT is concerned with the life of the believer.  Jude 24
Sanctification: Crisis and Progression 
The “Crisis Experience” is said to be an event in the life of the believer subsequent to salvation that brings them into a “deeper life”.  There also seems to be some debate whether this is a one-time event or repeated. This event is synonymous with the “Baptism in the Spirit”.  Again the debate rages here whether this Baptism is a one-time event, or whether there is a continuous “being filled with the Spirit”.  Much of the debate on the “Baptism in the Holy Spirit” has to do with the issue of tongues.  Most Pentecostals would claim the evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit is speaking in tongues. 

The distinction is made in the book of Acts between baptism in the Spirit and John’s baptism, (Acts 19:1-7) when Paul in Ephesus meets a group of believers and asks them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when﻿ ﻿ you believed?” to which the replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”   A second incident records a distinction between baptism in the name of Jesus and Holy Spirit Baptism.  In this account in Samaria, new believers were prayed for to receive the Holy Spirit, “because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into﻿ the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.  (Acts 8:16-17).

Various explanations are put forth as to why the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is received at different times, (at regeneration vs. post regeneration).  One explanation put forth in this instance is that the Samaritans were the first non-covenant people to receive the gospel, and the apostolic “laying on of hands” was deemed appropriate for them to receive the Holy Spirit. Regardless, of the debate, I firmly believe that a person has the Spirit of God at the point of conversion, (regeneration).  “Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.” (1 Cor 12:3)

I state this to make a point; the work of the spirit in the sanctification of the believer is ongoing.  There may be a “crisis of faith” which will result in a “deeper life”, or in fact several crises each time propelling a believer further towards the heart of God.  The scriptural mandate is to “be filled with the Spirit”.  I believe the first time the spirit infills a believer is synonymous with the Baptism of the Spirit.  Every occurrence of the Spirit’s infilling is an act of volition on the part of the believer; a continued yieldedness to the work of the spirit in the life of the believer resulting in the sanctified life. (Eph 5:18)

Believer’s union with Christ in his Death, Resurrection and Ascension


Just as salvation is a free gift that requires only our faith, so sanctification is not something accomplished by one’s own volition, but is an act of yielding one's self to God.

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Gal 2:20)  Though the death of the old self is linked to the death of Christ there is still an ongoing death which all believers must submit to.  “Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.” (Col 3:5)  Note the progression in this sequence, “having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead”, (Col 2:12) and then in Col 2:20 “Since you died with Christ”, and Col 3:1 “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above,” and then Col 3:4 “When Christ, who is your﻿ life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.”  The promise to the believer is to be like Christ, this is the goal of the Christian life.  It will come to completion Phil 1:6.

But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. (Phil 3:20-21) 

And John makes it clear in his epistle that “now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears,﻿ we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. (1 John 3:2)  It is the work of Christ in the church “to make her holy” “and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. (Eph 5:27)  This perfection, or complete deliverance is the hope of every believer.

When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”﻿ (1 Cor 15:54)
The ministry of the Holy Spirit in Sanctification

We are at once both sanctified and being sanctified.  Our sanctification is realized fully in Christ by what he has done. “. . . to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord and ours”  (1 Cor 1:2)  And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Cor 6:11)
At the same time the ongoing work of the spirit is to continue to sanctify us:

· “May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.” (1 Thes 5:23)

· “But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you﻿ ﻿ to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit”                 (2 Thes 2:13)

· “who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood:  (1 Peter 1:2) 

“How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? (Heb 10:29)


The sanctifying work of the Spirit will reveal itself in the believer more and more, this however is not simply by the gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor 12, Rom 12).  More importantly is the evidence of the “fruits of the Spirit”.  Jesus said, “By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?  Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. (Matt 7:16,17) The fruits of the spirit are in contrast to the works of the flesh.  The list in Galatians chapter five:

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

This list is by no means an all inclusive list as Col 3:12 adds “compassion and humility” to that list, and the fruit of the Spirit is evident in many ways which are all in contradiction to the flesh.  What is foundational however is love,  “And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.”  (1 John 4:21)  A.B. Simpson makes it clear that, “We cannot be conformed to the image of God without love, for God is Love. This is, perhaps, the strongest feature in a truly sanctified life.” 
 

My personal testimony concerning Christ as my Sanctifier


My own testimony concerning Christ my sanctifier begins when I was approximately five years old.  That was the age when I was saved.  Though I was saved at age five, my real thirst for the scriptures and the things of God did not occur until I was in my early teens.  For these things I seemed to have a voracious appetite.  I read fervently the scriptures, especially the NT.  I grew up in the Methodist church and did not always see a consistency between what I read and church life.  My relationship with the Lord was deep and personal.  I also came painfully aware of my sinful nature. (Rom 7)


After high school I joined the Navy.  My new horizons in adulthood gave me opportunities to meet with many different Christians.  I crossed paths with many believers including some Pentecostals that at least addressed the gifts of the Spirit evidenced in Acts and detailed in 1 Cor 12.  I was hungry for the things of God, though I had reservations about some of the practices I witnessed in Pentecostal circles.  I saw “gifts” though I questioned some things I saw.  Most of all I looked for fruit.  Fruit in the lives of others and most importantly fruit in my own life.  What it came down to was a tug-of-war, the flesh vs. the Spirit.   


My experience has been that as I yielded to God, the Spirit of God would be free to do His work.  I was also aware that the “Spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak”. (Matt 26:41)  I would say I have had a few crisis experiences in my life, some of which drove me away from God, but mostly which drove me close to God.  My last crisis of faith began about 3 ½  years ago.  I was shaken to the core.  It was through this experience that everything I trusted in was removed from me.  I questioned my faith, but at the same time my only hope was in God, this experience more than any other made me realize that God alone not only saves, but also delivers, he is the one, the only one who can sanctify me “through and through.” (1 Thes 5:23)
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